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DETAILED ACTION 

Comments 

1 ■ Applicant's cancellation of claim 1 1 and the addition of claims 1 4-1 7 in the 
response submitted October 12, 2004, is acknowledged. 

2. Applicant's amendment has overcome the rejections of claims 7-9, 12, and 13 
set forth in the Office action mailed May 1 7, 2004. The prior art of record does not 
teach a process using spacers between adjacent workpieces to simultaneously treat a 
plurality of workpieces. 

3. The rejection of claims 11-13 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, has been 
overcome by Applicant's amendment. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
W099/23675, herein referred to as WO '675. (EP 1 028 437 A1 ("EP '437" is an 
English language equivalent of WO '675, and citations will be made to both references.) 

WO '675 discloses a ring-shaped bonded magnet having a plated film on the 
entire surface thereof (WO '675 page 19 = EP '437 paragraphs [0085] to [0088]). The 
film thickness on the inner diameter side of the magnet is 22 urn and the film thickness 
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on the outer diameter side of the magnet is 23 urn, a variation in thickness of less than 
5% (WO '675 page 19 and Table 6 = EP '437 paragraph [0087] and Table 6). The 
thicknesses have dimensional precision of + /- 1 urn (WO '675 Table 6 = EP '437 Table 
6). 

Since WO '675 teaches all of the limitations recited in the instant claims, the 
reference is deemed to be anticipatory. 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed October 12, 2004, have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

7. Regarding the rejection of claim 1 0, Applicant argues that WO '675 does not 
recite all of the limitations reeled in the claim. Specifically, Applicant points to the 
limitation requiring the film thickness of a plated film formed on the outer surface lo be 
equal to or less than the film thickness of a plated film formed on (he inner surface (see 
pages 9-10 of Applicant's response). This argument is not persuasive because WO 
'675 teaches a thickness of 22 urn + /- 1 pm, and provides a specific example of an outer 
film thickness of 23 pm and an inner film thickness of 22 urn (see Table 6). Based on 
the precision of the technique, which is 1 pm, the outer film thickness is substantially 
equal to the inner film thickness. Therefore, the magnet of WO '675 anticipates the 
claimed magnet. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 7-9 and 12-17 are allowed. 

9. Claims 7-9 and 12-1 7 are distinguished over the prior art of record because they 
provide a process using a spacer that sets adjacent works a distance from each other 
and treating a plurality of works simultaneously. JP 1 0-294209 discloses processing a 
plurality of ring-shaped workpieces simultaneously, but no spacer is disclosed. One 
skilled in the art would not have been motivated to add a spacer to the process of JP 
'209 because a spacer would affect the current density in the vicinity of the spacer, 
which would be expected to alter the plating of the workpiece. Since the effects of the 
spacer are unknown, a skilled artisan would have no expectations of additional benefits 
from using spacers. 



Conclusion 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mai.ing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian L. Mutschler whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 341 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nam Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-1342. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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